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The Lawson-Croft Award for Outstanding Achievement in Mathematics and Statistics Support
This prestigious annual award, named after Professor Duncan Lawson MBE and Professor Tony Croft in recognition of their work in the initial set up of the UK-wide mathematics and statistics support community, is to be awarded to a member of the community for outstanding achievement and excellence across a sustained period. 
Award Criteria and Information
1. The nominee must be a member of one of the three UK and Ireland networks for mathematics and statistics support and must be in good standing. This therefore means the award is also open to practitioners outside of the UK and Ireland who are members of the networks.
2. Candidates can be nominated themselves or by colleagues. Nominees must agree to fulfil the process outlined below.
3. A nominee does not have to be an employee of an institution so long as they have provided mathematics and statistics support in some capacity.
4. The nominee should be nominated for outstanding achievement and excellence in mathematics and/or statistics support across several years.
5. The nominee should have demonstrated the ability to enhance mathematics and/or statistics support for a sustained period, creating learning environments that influence student and/or staff success.
6. The nominee should have influenced the practice of colleagues in their own institution and beyond.
7. This award is to celebrate the work of mid to late-career mathematics and statistics support practitioners. Although early career practitioners should not be dissuaded from being nominated, it is highly unlikely the award will be presented to such a nominee. A candidate can be nominated for both this and the UK and Ireland Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Statistics Support.
8. Nominations will be judged by a panel consisting of the chairs (or nominated alternatives with similar experience and expertise) from each of the three networks’ committees, who will be independent from any nominations received, along with an independent judge who is not a mathematics and statistics support practitioner.
9. Nominations will be marked as follows (marks in brackets):
a. Demonstration of the ability to enhance mathematics and/or statistics support (10) – how has the nominee enhanced support within their institution? Evidence should be provided that shows how the work of the nominee has improved, enhanced, and increased engagement with mathematics and/or statistics support services within their own institutions or the various institutions they have worked for.
b. Creation of learning environments that influence student and/or staff success (10) – evidence should show how the nominee has developed the mathematics and/or statistics support environment such that students and/or staff thrive and succeed.
c. Influence of colleagues in mathematics and/or statistics support (10) – the nominee should be an active member of the mathematics and statistics support community, producing journal articles, presenting at conferences, leading or speaking at workshops and training events, and more. Evidence may include recognition from colleagues regarding the work the nominee has done and the impact on their own support service, for example.
d. Record of recognition (10) – the nominee should be respected and recognised as an influential member of the mathematics and statistics support community. Evidence could include testimonials, keynote invitations, track record of publications, for example.
e. Overall outstanding achievement and excellence (10) - the nominee should show outstanding achievement and excellence in the mathematics and/or statistics support offered, demonstrated through their work. This section will be judged based on the evidence across the whole application.
Each nomination therefore will be given a total score out of 50. The examples provided for each of the sections above are not meant to be exhaustive but to give nominees an idea of what each of the criteria is looking for.
10. A member who wins the award cannot be nominated again and therefore can only win the award once.
11. A member who is nominated but does not win the award may be nominated in again in the following academic year.
12. The award will be presented each year at the CETL-MSOR conference dinner.
Submission of Nominations
Nominations should be submitted through the following link: Nominations for the UK and Ireland Mathematics and Statistics Support Networks Awards 2026 – Fill in form
and by the deadline of Friday 27th June 2026
Nominations are a written submission of a maximum of 1000 words explaining why the nominee should receive the award and how they meet the criteria described. A maximum of five documents as evidence (e.g., journal papers, reports, publicity etc.) where necessary to help the judging panel with their selections, one of which should be a reference from a manager/senior member of the support service and another should be an up to date C.V, should be sent via email to Dr Mark Hodds (email ab7634@coventry.ac.uk). 
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