
An Update from De Montfort:
Second Year Nursing

Karen Symons

Maths Learning Centre (MLC)

Karen.Symons@dmu.ac.uk

mailto:Karen.Symons@dmu.ac.uk


What was 
happening?

1st

year
2 x 1 hour  
Numeracy 
lectures

80% (non-
calculator) 
exam

2nd

year
No input No 

assessment

3rd

year
1 x 1 hour 
Numeracy 
lecture

100% (non-
calculator) 
exam

• SLD eg 52% dyslexia
• High Anxiety levels
• International
• Widening participation

+

=



‘How can we introduce 
numeracy provision for our 
2nd year nursing students?’



…….. of lecturers!



Initial provision 

1. Podcast

2. Co-development of resources

3. Embedded workshops



Podcast

Reassuring, confidence-boosting, informative

https://panopto.dmu.ac.uk/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=e497be38-1562-4336-80e7-a4b046f7ce91


Resources

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xsoRocwEmbs

https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xsoRocwEmbs
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc


Embedded workshops for 2nd 
year Nurses

• Co-creation of resources

• All problems embedded in nursing context

• Co-curricular delivery

• Compulsory for all students

• Groups of up to 40

• Highly interactive, collaborative and supportive

• Transitional emphasis



Enhancements made to Teaching, Learning & Support

…… increased confidence

…… a smoother transition to 3rd year

…… a higher first time pass rate

…… improved employability

Hopefully will result in…..
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