Special Interest Group : Accessibility
TERMS OF REFERENCE
1. The Accessibility Special Interest Group (SIG) will provide a platform for discussion, research,
publication and dissemination of ideas and experiences relating to a potentially wide remit of
issues which could:
a. Impact access to mathematics and/or statistics within a course; and/or
b. Impact access to mathematics and statistics support and enhancement provision in
higher education itself.
This might include:
 students with maths anxiety, Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD), Autistic Spectrum
Disorder (ASD), sensory impairment, restricted mobility/motor control, mental health,
fatigue or pain conditions;
 widening participation considerations or
 language barriers.
2. The Chair (or Co-Chairs) of the SIG will be selected by the Steering Group of the sigma
Network, and confirmed at the beginning of each academic year. The Chair (or Co-Chairs) will
be supported by the Steering Group as necessary to call for, identify and invite members of
the SIG.
3. The SIG will consist of between 4 and 12 members, all of whom will have a professional
interest in the provision of mathematics and statistics support, typically through working in
higher education. Members may be drawn from outside the UK. A SIG may temporarily co-opt
additional members to contribute expertise to specific short-term activities. It is assumed that
members will have the support of their institutions/employers to be part of the SIG, and that
this support will manifest itself through (for example) flexible workload management, access
to IT and communications tools, and occasional travel to or hosting of SIG meetings.
4. A SIG will typically meet at least once per semester, but may meet more frequently to
progress specific project activity. SIG members may be involved in some developmental work
between meetings. The nature and volume of such work will vary according to the activities
the SIG decides to undertake.
5.

The SIG will make use of appropriate technology to work and collaborate remotely. SIG
members will have the freedom and discretion to meet in person should they wish, but there
will in general be no additional funding, beyond that already granted, available from the sigma
Network Steering Group to reimburse any costs.

6. The Chair (or Co-Chairs) of the SIG will set priorities and targets for the SIG, all the while
informed by the interests and experience of SIG members and the wider sigma Network.
These priorities and targets will be reviewed at the start of each academic year. The SIG has
autonomy to determine the number of targets and timescales for their completion.

7. The Chair (or Co-Chairs) of the SIG will keep the sigma Network Steering Group informed of
the SIG’s work and progress, through brief reports when requested. The SIG will have the
ability to publicise its work through a dedicate page on the sigma Network website, through
the sigma Network Jiscmail mailing list, and through the sigma Network Newsletter. The SIG
will be strongly encouraged to present its work at the annual CETL-MSOR Conference.
8. It is not anticipated that any additional funding, beyond that already granted, for the SIG will
be available from the sigma Network Steering Group. In the light of this, the SIG will be
encouraged to identify sources of funding to support its work. Any bids or approaches to
external bodies should be approved first by the sigma Network Steering Group (Chair’s Action
if time is short).
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