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Background

Vocational student support

 Pre-sessional material

 Additional small group support

 Alternative teaching arrangements

Cohorts

 Computer Science

 Sports and Exercise Science

 Engineering



Funding

Thriplow Charitable Trust

Funding specifically for support of vocational-entry 

students



Project outline

Employ students as 

BTEC/Access mathematics ambassadors

Creating a 

‘survival guide’ 

for freshers

Creating an 

alternative 

prospectus for 

recruitment

Discipline-

based maths 

project

Peer support

Or something 

else…?



Computer Science

Employed 3 students:

Year 1, Year 2, Final Year

Final Year 

Peer support for Year 1 in Transition Maths module

Dedicated one-to-one support 

 Better for student

 Freed up tutor time



Computer Science

Year 1 and Year 2

CS project approach

Discipline-based 

content online

Collected feedback 

informally



Computer Science



Computer Science



Computer Science



Spanner in the works



So….

Hosted on VLE space via GitHub, but…

!!!



Two very different approaches

CS SESMore 

Maths! Are you 

crazy?!
More 

resources!



Sport and Exercise Science

3 Year 1 students

Engagement with current resources, not more of them

Use students who have been through it – important to see 

them

Needed student input

 Survey

 Focus group



SES – Student feedback

Tell people sooner

BTECs do well

Test in week one

Keep your notes

Weekly quizzes online

Dedicated MASH drop-in

…

Small change, big impact



Promotional video

Pre-conceptions

Preparing for university (maths)

Maths module

…

Relevance to rest of degree



Survival guide



Lessons learnt

One size does not fit all

Do not be prescriptive

Students know your target audience (they are it!)



Next steps

Resources to be distributed via Student Experience 

Officers

Ambassadors to attend lecture in week 1 (SES)

Monitor impact



Thank you for listening

mash@bath.ac.uk

@BathMASH

www.facebook.com/BathMASH

www.bath.ac.uk/study/mash

Email: C.Voake-Jones@bath.ac.uk


