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• Final year research methods and project course (30 credits) 

• One of three 30 credit options, including UAS and MWP 

• Taken alongside 90 credits of options (15 credit courses) 

• Two projects undertaken: 
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• In 2012, the University’s academic calendar and term structure 
was changed. 

• Following recommendations from the UG-Flex project1, a 
trimester calendar was introduced. 

• This resulted in the research methods and project students 
having a significantly shorter time to write up their 
research. 

• As a result, the individual project assessment was 
redesigned. 
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1 JISC, 2012. Proposal to amend the University of Greenwich Academic Framework [online] UG-FLEX proposal to amend academic 

calendar May 2012. Available at: 
<http://jiscdesignstudio.pbworks.com/w/file/56172993/UGFLEX%20proposal%20to%20amend%20academic%20calendar%20May%202012.pdf> 

[Accessed 19 June 2015] 
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• A seven-page “research paper” style report was specified, 

• cognate to journal articles necessarily encountered by 
students as part of their research. 

 

• A template was designed with rigid formatting requirements, 

• akin to the specifications of academic journal and 
conference publications. 
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• The scope of the project remained: 

• Students reported on a significant academic project 
undertaken in a maths, stats or OR topic, integrating and 
expanding their knowledge from taught courses. 

• But in order to fulfil the specification, student report-writing 
needed to be: 

• Focussed and strictly relevant 

• Concise and succinct  

• The PDP element (logbook) was also redeveloped to focus 
project choices on employability and/or future study. 
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Appendices, including full data, 
modelling and tool development. 
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Appendices dealt with the nitty gritty detail – large tables, graphs, and code. 
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• Students learned how to structure their research according to 
this concise format, and communicate their findings in a 
succinct manner.  
• We found that this effectively focussed the students’ writing in the main 

body of the report and that they could still demonstrate their work 
comprehensively in the appendices and deliverables. 

 

• Embarking on the writing seemed less daunting for students. 
• However this may have delayed the start of writing! 
 

• Students conducting their individual research in response to an 
employer brief produced reports in this format that were fit-for-
purpose in conveying their findings to an end-user or client. 
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• In this format, research itself provides exemplars for writing and 
research style, as well as previous submissions. 

• When marking these submissions our supervisors, moderation 
panel and external examiners commented that the succinct 
report style enabled discrimination between the varying quality 
of work:  
• students have “nowhere to hide” when there is little room for 

superfluous information in their reporting.  

86% 
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• Employers and visitors to our graduate showcase, including 
academics from maths departments at other universities, 
commented that the general quality of the projects was very 
high. 

• Our external examiners and moderation panel found the 
standard and topic difficulty were comparable with previous 
years.  

• One external commented on the strong potential for the 
“research paper” style project and recommended: 

“staff involved in co-ordinating the project module to monitor and 'fine-
tune' (if necessary) the changes they have introduced, and to consider 
disseminating this innovation to the wider MSOR community.” 
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• We are continuing to “tweek” in our third year of using this 
format: 

• Report length (in the first year, 5 pages plus references and 
appendices was found to be too short). 

• Marking schemes that emphasise orthogonal elements to more 
clearly benchmark grade boundaries.  

• Tutorial activities using example projects as a basis (e.g. peer review 
and work planning exercises). 

• We had initial concerns about students progression to 
further study.  

• However we found that students did progress as usual to MSc and 
PhD programmes at a variety of institutions.  
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