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The Loughborough MOOC experience 

•  MOOCs 
•  FutureLearn 
•  Getting a grip on mathematical symbolism 

•  Design and content 
•  Feedback 

•  Our experience 



FutureLearn 



FutureLearn 



FutureLearn platform 

•  Open 
•  Accessible 
•  Social interaction 
•  Course creator 
•  Developing facilities 
•  Course data 
•  Partnership 
 



FutureLearn Platform components 

•  Video tutorials 
•  Onscreen articles 
•  Discussions 
•  Quizzes 
•  Tests 
•  Peer review 
•  Statements of participation/attainment 



Loughborough courses 



Course structure and navigation 



Course content 

•  Week 1 
•  Concepts of points lines and curves 
•  No mathematics 
•  Upload images (Flickr) 
 

•  Week 2 
•  Equations of a straight line 
•  Vertical intercept 
•  Gradient 
 

•  Week 3 
•  Applications of equations of a straight line in science and engineering 



Articles 



Exercises with worked video solutions 



Quizzes with feedback 



Video components 

•  Tutorials with animations 
 
•  Worked solutions to exercises 
 
•  Cameos with leading Loughborough academics 



Discussion forum – Introduce yourself 



Comments - types 



Comments - supportive 



Comments - supportive 



Participation data 

1.  Getting a grip on mathematical symbolism 28/04/14 (reported 09/07/14) 
2.  FutureLearn average of first 21 courses (reported 27/05/14) 



Who took the course ? 



Confidence about learning mathematics 

1.  FutureLearn Pre-course survey (n=809) 
2.  FutureLearn Post-course survey (n=383) 



Comments from learners 



Our experiences 

•  Different model of teaching and learning 
•  A significant amount of work 
•  Challenges 
•  Role of educator/mentor 
•  Financial model 
•  Another MOOC! 



Questions 

•  Second presentation 15 September 2014 

•  Register: 
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/mathematical-

symbolism-2 
 
 

J.Matthews@lboro.ac.uk 


